Claudia Criveller, Andrea Gullotta, Tatiana Saburova
In memory of Natalia Rodigina

A brief profile of the late Natalia Rodigina and a se-
lected bibliography of her works on Russian au-
to/biographical studies.

On 19 February 2022 we were informed about the sudden death of our
friend and colleague Natalia Rodigina. Her departure represented a
devastating loss for our journal and for the whole scholarly community.
Natalia was an outstanding scholar, whose contribution to the study of
Siberian history, revolutionary movements and Russian autobiography
earned her respect among colleagues and the title of Vedushchii
Nauchnyi Sotrudnik [Leading Academic Collaborator] at the Institute of
History of the Siberian Branch of the Russian Academy of Science, a ti-
tle of which she was very proud.

Natalia was part of the very first group of scholars who supported the
creation of our journal. Her 2010 monograph on Siberian memoirs and
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her articles on the study of egodocuments in relation to generational
issues in the XIX Century, as well as the works written together with
Tatiana Saburova, showed that auto/biographical studies in Russia were
increasingly striving to create a dialogue with European and Western
traditions, and therefore that the idea to create a journal to foster such
a dialogue could count on the help of colleagues in Russia. Her 2012 ar-
ticle ‘Changing Identity Formations in Nineteenth-Century Russian In-
tellectuals’ - written with Tatiana Saburova - was part of the volume
Life Writing Matters in Europe, which was comprised of a selection of
articles taken from the founding conference of IABA Europe (Rodigina
et al. 2012). Natalia’s work was a bridge itself.

Natalia was one of the members of the research group of the project
The Refraction of the Self Autobiographical Forms and Genres and Mem-
oirs in Russian Culture of 19th and 20th Centuries, funded by the Uni-
versity of Padua in the years 2011-2012, which provided the ground for
the creation of the journal. She was at the table when we proposed the
idea of creating Avtobiografifl, and enthusiastically supported the idea.
Over the years, we came to appreciate not only her work as an author
and reviewer, but also as a member of the editorial board and person.
We have shared together many panels at conferences and many memo-
ries. We will always remember her smile, her professionalism and her
willingness to contribute to our journal.

To honour her memory and underline her outstanding contribution to
Russian auto/biographical studies, we have decided to publish an
abridged version of her full bibliography, published in the very first
months of 2023 by the Novosibirsk Pedagogical State University (Kash-
kadarova 2023). The bibliography we publish enlists all her work devot-
ed to a/b studies. We would like to thank Tatiana Saburova for prepar-
ing the bibliography for Avtobiografifl.
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